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DIRECTOR'S NOTE:
 

Thank you so much for coming to see The Importance of Being Earnest
at Springhouse Theatre Company. This production is unique, and the cast
is exceptional. The crew is inspired, and the script is timeless.
During this season of transitions, this production and this theatre have
made a lot of successful transitions. We’ve navigated growing pains,
calibrated our procedures and practices to account for the plague, filled
new positions commendably, and welcomed actors new to Springhouse,
who have improved the culture with their presence. Congratulations to
everyone involved.
Did I mention this cast is exceptional? I love working with these talented,
hard-working individuals, most of whom are brand new to this theatre
company. I’m a big fan of inclusion and open-minded casting, but that’s
sometimes hard when you have incredibly gifted friends.
You’ll see in the first scene a giant picture frame featuring Algernon’s
father, a general whose absence can be felt throughout the show,
especially upon second viewing.
There are two reasons that I chose to set this show in the Reconstruction
Era South, instead of 1890s England:
One, and most importantly, thematically. I wanted to show that the
ostentatious absurdity of the British upper crust was not so far off from
the upper crust of other societies. I also wanted to point out the
similarities not only between British and Southern American upper
castes, but simply the two accents. British and Southern American are
remarkably similar in their musicality.
Two, I knew Southern accents are more understandable to local
audiences and easier for local actors. I hated the idea of alienating
audience members just because of an unfamiliar way of speaking, or
bringing in talented actors and crippling them with untenable accents.
On another note, I am flabbergasted at the sheer number of talented
individuals who auditioned for this show. As I previously stated in emails
to those who did not make it in the show, I would pay to work with some
of the actors I had to say no to.
Wow, wow, wow! This production was a beast to put on in five weeks, but
it came together swimmingly! I pray you enjoy The Importance of Being
Earnest at Springhouse Theatre Company!

SETTING: South Carolina, Summer, 1880s
 

Scene 1: Algernon’s Apartment, Charleston
 

Scene 2: Jack’s Country Home Exterior, Aiken
 

10-MINUTE INTERMISSION
 

Scene 3: Jack’s Country Home Interior, Aiken
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